
B O O K  O F

GENESIS
Beginnings • Covenant • Promise

“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
GENES I S  1 : 1  

OVERV IEW

Genesis tells how God made a good world, how sin broke it, and how God

began to redeem it. It opens the Torah and the Bible's story. Through

Abraham's family, God promises to bless all nations.

AUTHOR

Moses (traditional author)

WHERE  I T  F ITS

First book of the Bible and of the Torah

(Pentateuch)

H ISTOR ICAL  SETT ING

From the beginning, to

Mesopotamia, Canaan,

and Egypt

KEY  PEOPLE

Adam • Noah

Abraham • Isaac

Jacob • Joseph

KEY  EVENTS

Creation (chs. 1–2)

The Fall (ch. 3)

The Flood (chs. 6–9)

Abraham's call (ch. 12)

Joseph in Egypt (chs. 37–50)

KEY  THEMES

Creation

Sin and the Fall

Covenant

Promise

Blessing

God's Faithfulness

WHAT  GENES IS  TEACHES  US

Every person bears God's image and dignity

Sin fractures God's good creation

God initiates covenant and redemption

Faith in God's promise is counted as

righteousness

God stays faithful despite human failure

God brings good even from suffering and evil

KEY  VERSES

Genesis 3:15

Seeing hope inside

the judgment

Genesis 12:2-3

Hearing the promise

that shapes the rest

of Genesis

Genesis 15:6

Understanding faith

the way the Bible

defines it

Genesis 45:4-5

Seeing forgiveness

and purpose meet

KJV



O LD  T E S TAMENT  ·  UNDE R STAND  TH E  BOOK G EN E S I S

Understand Genesis
BOOK  I N FORMAT ION

TRAD IT IONAL  AUTHOR

Moses. The book is anonymous; scholars
debate how it reached its final form.

PER IOD

Creation to Joseph’s death. Patriarchs c.
2000–1600 BC (debated).

OR IG INAL  AUDIENCE

Traditionally, Israel after the exodus, on the
edge of Canaan.

SETT ING

Mesopotamia, Canaan, and Egypt.

CHAPTERS

50
CATEGORY

Torah (Pentateuch), book 1 of 5

WHY  WAS  TH IS  BOOK  WR ITTEN ?

Genesis answers the questions every person asks: Where did we come from? Why is the

world broken? Who is God? For a nation formed after slavery in Egypt, it supplies an

identity: the family of Abraham, heirs of a promise. It also sets Israel apart from its

neighbors: one God makes everything by His word, and every human bears His image.

CENTRAL  MESSAGE

God made a good world, sin broke it, and God began to repair it by making a covenant
with one family, promising to bless all nations through them.

H ISTOR ICAL  AND  CULTURAL  SETT ING

Abraham’s story begins in Ur and Haran in Mesopotamia, moves to Canaan, and ends with

his family in Egypt. Some customs are unfamiliar: a firstborn’s birthright and a father’s

spoken blessing carried real weight (chs. 25, 27), covenants were sealed with ceremony

(ch. 15), and a childless wife might give her servant to her husband to bear an heir (chs.

16, 30). Genesis describes these honestly and shows their pain.

THE  STRUCTURE  OF  THE  BOOK

1–11
THE
WORLD

Creation, the fall, the flood, and Babel. The story is told at the scale of all

humanity.

12–50
ONE
FAMILY

The focus narrows to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Recurring

“generations” headings (toledot) mark the main turns (2:4; 6:9; 11:10; 25:12;

37:2).

WHY  GENES I S  MATTERS

Nearly every major theme in Scripture first appears here: creation, sin, covenant, faith,

blessing, and redemption. Jesus draws on it to teach about marriage (Matthew 19:4–6),

and Paul to explain faith (Romans 4; Galatians 3). Without Genesis, the rest of the Bible

has no beginning and no promise to fulfill.

READ ING  GENES I S  1 – 1 1

Faithful Christians read the opening chapters in different ways: six literal days, longer

periods, or a literary framework. They share what the text insists on: God made
everything, it was good, and humanity bears His image. Genesis does not try to

answer every scientific question.
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O LD  T E S TAMENT  ·  E X P LO R E  TH E  BOOK G EN E S I S

Explore Genesis

1–3
CREATION  &
FALL

What happens. God speaks the world into order and calls it “very good”

(1:31), making humanity in His image (1:27). He plants a garden, forms

Adam, and gives him Eve (ch. 2). In chapter 3 they eat the forbidden fruit

and leave Eden, but God promises that the woman’s offspring will strike the

serpent’s head (3:15). Why it matters. Brokenness is not how the world

began. The rest of Scripture assumes both its goodness and its fall.

4–11
S IN  SPREADS

What happens. Cain kills Abel (ch. 4). As wickedness grows, God sends the

flood and preserves Noah’s family in the ark (chs. 6–9), then promises

never to flood the earth again, with the rainbow as a sign (9:12–17). At

Babel, people build a city to make a name for themselves, and God scatters

them into nations (11:1–9). Why it matters. The pattern repeats: sin,
judgment, and mercy. By chapter 11 humanity is divided, and the question

hangs: how will God bless the nations?

11:27–25:11
ABRAHAM

What happens. God calls Abraham to leave home for an unseen land,

promising descendants, land, and blessing (12:1–3). He believes God (15:6),

and God confirms the covenant with a solemn ceremony in which symbols

of His presence pass between the divided animals, which many understand

as God taking the covenant obligation on Himself (ch. 15; also ch. 17). He

also fails, as when he lies in Egypt (12:10–20). Isaac is born when Abraham

is 100 (21:5), and God provides a substitute on Mount Moriah (ch. 22). Why

it matters. Abraham shows faith as trusting a promise before seeing it, and

growing as he goes.

25:19–36:43
I SAAC  &
JACOB

What happens. Esau and Jacob struggle from birth. Jacob gains the

birthright and blessing by deceit and flees (chs. 25, 27). At Bethel, God

meets him in a dream and repeats the promise (28:12–15). After years with

Laban, he wrestles through the night at Peniel and is renamed Israel

(32:28), then is reconciled with Esau (ch. 33). Why it matters. The promise

passes to a deceiver by grace, not merit, and God changes him slowly.

Jacob limps afterward (32:31).

37–50
JOSEPH

What happens. Joseph’s brothers sell him (ch. 37), and Judah’s own failure

and turning point follow (chs. 38, 44). Joseph is falsely accused and jailed

in Egypt (ch. 39), then raised to second in command after interpreting
Pharaoh’s dreams (ch. 41). When famine brings his brothers, he tests them

and reveals himself (chs. 42–45). Jacob’s family settles in Egypt (chs. 46–

47). Why it matters. The family survives, yet in Egypt, not the promised

land. Joseph ends the book telling his brothers that God will bring them

back (50:24–25), which sets up Exodus.

FOLLOW  THE  PROM ISE

Notice how the story narrows: the whole world (chs. 1–11), then one family, then one

chosen son in each generation, then twelve sons who become Israel’s tribes (ch. 49).
Genesis never hides its heroes’ failures. The promise holds because God keeps it.
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O LD  T E S TAMENT  ·  GO  D E E P E R G EN E S I S

Go Deeper
IMPORTANT  PEOPLE

Adam & Eve — the first humans; their
disobedience brings sin into the world.

Noah — a righteous man who obeys God
through the flood (6:9).

Abraham & Sarah — receive God’s covenant
promise and wait 25 years for Isaac.

Jacob — renamed Israel; his twelve sons
become the tribes.

Joseph — betrayed, enslaved, then raised up
to preserve his family.

MAJOR  THEMES

Creation. The world is God’s good work, not an accident or a battle among gods.

Sin and fall. Disobedience spreads from Eden to Cain to Babel.

Covenant and faith. God binds Himself to Noah and Abraham, and Abraham “believed in the
LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness” (15:6).

Providence. God keeps His purposes alive through human failure.

FOUR  PASSAGES  TO  KNOW

GENES I S  1 : 2 7

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them.
Genesis says this of every person, not only of kings. Human worth rests on God’s
design, not on what we achieve.

GENES I S  3 : 1 5

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

God promises the serpent conflict and an offspring who will defeat it. Christians have
long read this as the first hint of a coming Deliverer; the verse itself does not name him.

GENES I S  1 2 : 2 – 3

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and
thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

After Babel scatters the nations, God calls one man for the sake of all. Paul calls this the
gospel announced beforehand (Galatians 3:8).

GENES I S  5 0 : 2 0

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it
is this day, to save much people alive.
Joseph does not call his suffering good. He says God was at work through it, which is

not a promise that every hardship will make sense.

CONNECT IONS

Exodus opens where Genesis closes, in Egypt. Romans 4 and Hebrews 11 build on
Abraham’s faith, and John 1:1 echoes “In the beginning.”
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O LD  T E S TAMENT  ·  AP P LY  &  R E F L E C T G EN E S I S

Apply & Reflect
WHAT  GENES I S  TEACHES  US  ABOUT  GOD

He is Creator He made everything by His word and called it good (1:1, 31).

He gives dignity Every person bears His image (1:27).

He seeks us out After the fall, He asks, “Where art thou?” (3:9).

He keeps promises “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” (18:14).

L IV ING  I T  OUT  TODAY

See people as image-bearers. In a tense meeting or heated online thread, remember the
other person was made in God’s image. Let that shape your tone.

Don’t hide. After a failure, Adam hid. Instead, bring it to God quickly and name it plainly

rather than hiding from Him.

Trust God in the wait. Abraham waited 25 years for Isaac, and Joseph spent years in

prison. Name one thing you are waiting on and entrust it to God.

REFLECT

1. Who is hardest for you to see as made in God’s image?

2. Where are you tempted to hide from God, and what would it look like to answer when

He asks, “Where art thou?”

3. Which of Joseph’s seasons, the pit, the prison, or the palace, feels most like yours right

now?

Creator God, You made all things good, and You made me in Your image. When I hide, find

me. When I wait, hold me. When evil is done to me, remind me You are at work for good.
Make me a blessing, as You promised Abraham. Amen.

My Study Notes

Continue studying Genesis in Grounded →
The Genesis guide is free to read in Grounded.
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